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Who Would Have Ever
Thought That the Frolicsome
Tricks Played on Miss Meer,
His Serious Minded
“Saleslady,” S YESE e o
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“Ah! The Princess!” the proprietor ex-
claimed, gathering in Miss Meer and moving {& Sy
to the front of the establishment where a §2 (p((@)
gorgeous creature stood. 2 :‘:“‘“49__2)}?

“Perhaps Your Highness will permi} Miss [J D \;‘izﬁ
Meer to attend you and show you whatever }&'vf\}\;‘:;:‘){‘(
may appeal to Your Highness's fancy,” said :rf-@g%f((g(
Mr. Tappe with a low bow 222
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This Is a Photograph of “The Princess’—Miss Helen Szabo
of Mr. Tappe's *Millinery Department, Who Was
Picked Out to Play the Chief Part in the
April Fool Joke.
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FIRST—That tha plaintiff Is and for
nuny years has been a resident of the
County of New York, and that her profes-

slon or oceupation has been that of sales-
lady,

Take Yer up the painted stair
sudd Mr, Tanpe in English,
more {iing for a Princoss
Eowns,  tran that bepstly elevator.”

“That's body can get her to pay an advance with SECOND—That on or about the first day
out insulting her, 1 ean. ‘The rest of you of April, 1520, pladntiff was In the employ
iy M LI T * y +
don't know how to deal with royalty. You of ..crmpn P, Tappw, Ine., of which con-
haven't the tact.” cern the defendant herein 15 and has been
So to the Ritz-Carlton went Miss Meer, 2t @l thmes hereinafter mentioned the
“No Princess here,” sald tho elerk president. That plaintiff was employed in
. ' Ly T ' ! the capacity of saleslady.
o Which did not astonish Mies Meer. Sha IT;!ILI;:"}'I':::{MH .Tml_\b
it VAL vou 1o give sy nl —olhnr 1 L, g akp " Al : > - ¥
' h _l Bive =] t ther than' "1 will take thut : knew the wuays of travelling rovaty. “ut ) on or atbgut the first day
8 Prinvess—Princess  ane or “No, that one will not - ) A course; I know,” she gaid, showing the of April, 15920, platatiff was informed hy
[ory Garden is sond.  do” e % Sy RN : I AR clr-ri; ‘Un- nol-.-' in !.Illll"\l'"'.lll "L'Shﬁ!; the defendant that a princess would be in
will order a LravellinE fn aallaiies s il i 910 ang [ ° f€e plaintlff for the purpose of huying
A wi;'lli £o t:rn Ill 1’:1:! ‘ﬂ:‘n }n-r-l-lm HE N some expensive powns. Thal a woman
i And when ;ihu ‘kn;n_‘lu-ull on the door of Tepresenting herself to be.a princessidid
910 a man stuek his head oil!  Aha! she ©R or about the Ist day of April, 1620, Luy
thought, no wonder Her Highness is trav- or agree to buy several expensive gowns.
1 E
elling incog! And ‘5]m explained to the That plaintift attended to said princess’
man that she was disereet and might she wants in rood faith,

not sce the Princess. To the man her ex i
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planntion was more than confusing, Whan FOURTH—0a information and b Het
M.ss Meer Insisted on secing some mysterl- thal on or about the 2d day of April, 1520,

just off Two floors above the “P'rincess"”
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and Now Is Asked to Come Into Court and

Tell All About It.

boueht; it was between five and ten thoy-
sand dollars worth. And all in a halt-hour!

FPurthermore, on leaving, she told Miss
Meer to come to her at the Ritz<Carlton
with anything else she thought the
“Princess” would like,

Whiat wonder that Miss Meer was in the
geventh heaven of happiness.  She rushoed
into the millinery department to tell Helen
Szabo, her fellow Hungarian, all alout it,
Helen did not appear immediately, hut
when ghe had changed from her ravil cos-
tuma to her working clothes, she, too, be-
came excited and complimented Miss Meor
and wished she had been there to soo the
“Prineess”—the “Princess" who had been
lhierself!

‘Then Mr, Tappe told Miss Meer that she
would better put all the Royal purchases
in a separate room and lock the door,
“Don’'t want these other girls taking thoso
models for thelr customers,” he said. “So
lock the door and keep the key."

Which Miss Meer did. And which she
exultantly told the other girls. Also she
confided that the “Princess” hail galid some-
thing about a Uttle gift, and had asked her
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This Is Mrs. Tappe Who Is an Important

in  the Establishment and

Assisted in Making a Success of the

April Fool Frolics.

if she liked sapphires. “I told her of
course that 1 did,” Miss Meer sald, “bhut
that T thoueht something like dinmonds
might be mode cuitable for wenting, There
ire 5o many things I couldn't wear a sap-
phire with, you know, but a dinmond—
woll, that | could wear all the time.,  But
do you suppose the “Princess" roally means
1o send me a jewel? I've heard that they
often do.”

And lo!  Next morning came u mes-
senger with a note jn Hungarvian on Ritz.
Carlton statlonery and a jeweller's box in
which reposed a very showy sanplire
nns——which had cost little Helen Goldbach,
of the Tappe firm, just a dollar,

Every girl in the Tappe ostablishment
wius shown the ring and made haste to ad-
mire it. The note said that the Princess
was leaving town that day, unexpectedly,
und wonld Miss Meer hurry the work along,
Miss Meer would most certainly do so.

But this was going a little too far to
snit Mr. Lewis, tee manager. Mr. Lowis
is a business man; he likes a joke, but he
coundn’t bring himself to think of a fow
thousund dollars worth of goods altered in
the exceeation of the joke—which to My,
Tappe was only a detall and a slicht nne.

50 Mr. Lewis halted the work of altera-
tion. “Princess or no Princess,” he said,
“we must have a deposit on the cost of the
goods before a single ribbon is allered

Miss Meer was terribly upset.  She
knew the effect of such an insult upon
royalty. She told Mr. Lewis in stinging
words Just what she thought of his penny-
pinching policy. Then Mr. Lewis, forget.
ting about the joke, got peeved, too.

“"Don’t let them kid you,” he said. “I'll
bet your Princess is nothing but a fuker.’

Ths wus too much for Miss Meer, She
demanded that the goods bhe altered im-
medintely or she would notify Mr. Tappe.

“Why, for heaven’s sake, forget it," said
the munager. “You're erazy!’

“It is u shame-—but I'll iake the bul
to hier myself right now,” she safd. “If any-
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ous Princess who, she sald, was in that
very room, the man called the house de-
tective. Miss Meer, protesting, was shown
to the elevator.

Back at Tappe's she teiephoned the
Princess.  She knew that the Prince:e
would explain. The tolephona aperator
Tappe's switched Miss Merer's call to
Helen Szabo, the “Princess” in the millin.
ery department.  Miss Meer told of her
visit. “Oh, my dear, please tell no onpe,"
safd “Her Highness."  “If this gets ont I
shall be rulved!"™ Miss Moer promised
sECTHCY,

But she just had to tell ‘he secret to
Helen Szabo, her Hungarian fellow-am-
ployee!

And that night she took the sapphire
ring to her jeweller, And she couldn't
resist telling him how she got it. The
Jeweller thought of April 1. And he looked
at the ring.

“Hard to tell about sapphires at night,”
he said, “But this may well be worth
$150, Mind, I don't eay it is—but it might!"

One hundred and fifty dollars for a

There was no us2 to tell Miss
that the Princess was not the real
thing after that.

And the next day—the third day of the
Joke—-she flashed the ring In Mr. Lewis's
face ond asked him if he still thought
the Princess was n fako.

Mr. Lewis did. He sald so.

There was a quarrel. The other girls
Joined in, tryving to explain to Miss Meer
that the whole thing was a joke, She
wouliln’t be convinced. Then she resigned
or was discharged—just which s not clear.

So much for Mr. Tappe's April Fool joke
a8 Mr, Tappe and Mr, Lewis and Anna and
Miss Szabo and some twenty or thirty
saleswomen, models, mannequins, milli-
nery girls and others recall and retell the
details.

But Miss Meer did not seem to think it
was at all funny., The more she thought
aLont that bogus “Princess” and that ring
with the glass sapphire in it and every-
thing the madder she got, and she went
Lo see a lawyer.

Lawyers, of course, can't be expected to
have any sense of humor, and this is the
eolemn, cold, fun-less way Miss Meer's
lawyer put her side of the case In the suit
ugainst Mr, Tappe for $15,000;

SUPREME COURT,

NEW YORK COUNTY.
LEONA MEER, Plaintiff,
against
HERMAN P. TAPPE, Defendant,

Plaintiff by E. Paul Yaselll, her attorney,
complaining of defendant, alleges:

defendant falsely  and maliciously and
with inteut to injure the plaintiff in her
good name, cradit and in her profession
or occupation ns aforesaid as galeslndy
and to canse it to be helleved that by
mental derangement or unsoundness plain-
tifr had become Incompetent to perform
the sald duties of her safd profession or oc-
cupation and was an unfit person to he in-
frusted with the duties af sald profession
or ocenpation, a4 n result of her efforts to
rell gowns to the woman that the defend-
ant stated was a princess, made certain
defamatory  statemeonts concerning plain-
L in her capacity as saleslady In the pres-
ence of pgthers; to wit: “Yon are erazy.”

FIFTH--T'pon  information and beliet
that said false and 1ibellous statements
aforesald of and eoncerning the plaintiff
In her sald neeupation or profession, tend-
ed to produce great damage to plaintif
and fo cause it to be belleved by and
among her neighbors and acqualntances
that plaintiff has become mentally ineom-
petent to perform the dutles of such oe-
cupation or profession and was an unsafe
person {o be Intrusted with the duties ap-
pertaining to sald pmofession or occupa-
tion. That in consequence of the afora-
sald defamatory statements plaintiff was
dismisscd from her employment, was sub-
jected to contempl and ridieule, became
sick and disabled nnd suffered great humil-
fatlon and damage.

WHEREFORE, Plaimtiff demands judg-
ment against the defendant for fifteen
thousand ($15.000) dollars with fInterest
thereon from the 1st day of April, 1920,
together with the costs and disbursements
of this action.

E. PAUL YASKELLIL
Attorney for the Plaintiif,

And that s Misz Meer's slie of it.

Although, by the way, she has got an-
other position with a dressmaking house
nearhy.

Wthen the case is tried it shonld be one
worth attending. For into the gloomy, gol-
emn courtroom will troop the twenty or
thirty girls of the Tappe establishment—all
chosen for their good looks and gord
figures—moidels, saleswomen, millinors—
even Mrs. Tappe—who was the famous
Anna, Mr. Tappé’s model. And Mr. Tappo,
with his §15,000 sense of humor will be
there, and Mr. Lewls whose sense of humor
doesn’t run into five figures, and even tha
uniformed doorman and carringe opener
who attended to various details of the
Joke.

If the case comes to trial the writer will
endeavor to be there and give the readers
of this puge a full report of what happens.
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